12 THE STAR 



I 


JlSJOEiliG . COMprTnNGTACTivmES* 


Looking 

back, 

looking 

ahead 

THE STAR is one year old 
this week. It's nice to see the 
impact that this young paper 
has on its readers. One of 
the things that distinguishes 
it from the rest is that it's 
brave enough to dedicate a 
page to young and ambi¬ 
tious writers through which 
they address people of all 
ages. The response to our 
Page, FREEZONE, has 
been gratifying. We hope to 
continue to please our read¬ 
ers and earn their respect. 

PREEZONE remains a 
page faithful to its message, 
which is to serve its readers 
with news and views on 
motoring, computing and 
activities." No other local 
I publication dedicates a 
weekly page to such topics. 

■ t ® am °* university under- 
graduates together with The 

“J ! dltonal team . devel- 
concept and pre¬ 
sented the look. And before 
ong FREEZONE took” 
a distinctive character of its 
own. FREEZONE’s own 
ed tonal team, who enjoy 
editorial freedom, 
managed, since the page’s 
“jception, to provide the 
readers with quite a lot of 
exeiung articles and ideas 
!^ rytb ” g , from comput- 
todhobbT^ Qnng ,0 music 
^ Soon after the page took 

hSe deIi S hted to 

HP- ,anco contributors 
~ t0 support the page 
.and its regular columns. 8 

! Jt is not; unusual for a 

w!S ap " ,Uke The Star, to 
foclude. a: weekly computer 

and computer- 
rtjated articles. The Star is ■ 
the first Jordanian paper to 
be entirely produced on 
'Computers. 

1 We use Apple Macintosh ■' 
computers - with a DTP 
(Desk Ton PnklS„k£ ^ ■ 1 ' \ 


Because of the tremendous 
response we have received 
to our computer columns 
and articles, we have been 
preparing to launch a week¬ 
ly computer page to cater 
for the needs of one of the 
largest and most specialized 
markets in Jordan. Unfortu¬ 
nately the Gulf war and its 
repercussions on the Jorda¬ 
nian economy have put this 
project on hold for the time- 
being. We hope that peace 
will soon prevail in our re¬ 
gion. 
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NEXT WEEK 
New 

dimensions 
In computer 
arabisation 


FREEZONE will remain, 
as always, a lively page sur- 
prising its readers every 
week with something differ¬ 
ent. We see it as the begin¬ 
ning of a "unique" and 
youthful son of local jour¬ 
nalism presenting ideas and 
information in a daring 
manner, which may include 
humor at times and serious 
realities at others, but it will 


humor at times serious aXi*MT dwfn n th e ^. p ™, fa sor L marchd N 

real,ties at other,, but it will ‘he ™veW Tl* J&2L p« ESSISS 8 

always reflect the feelings d ^?unccd the United Slates and iis allies chaS-iff* 
and aspirations of Jordan^ "SSSST* banncrs ‘ 8 

youth. ■ Hn,an ? in £"? t ° f *■ University, _ 
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ARAB BAN K 

Announces the opening of four new offices in 

Tareq Municipality, Al Hussein Camp, 

Ramtha & Petra 

Banking services started on Saturday 2 February 1991 

Each office provides the following services: 


mm? JUt 


• . r 

;:[■ Lower House 
[[Speaker on Gulf 
' |War, page 3 
'.]■ "No regrets," says 

• . L 1 . I • - . — 


Direct: 

—Opening of Accounts 

- Depositing and Withdrawing Cash 

- Cheque Deposits 
-Travellers Cheques 

- Cashing Incoming Transfers 
—Issuing Money Orders 

- Bills/Cheques for Collection 


Indirect (Thru the Branch}! 

— Issuing Cheque Books 

— Letters of Credit 

— Guarantees 

— Certified Cheques for Customers 

— Issuing Cards for the ATM 
Collection Bllls/ln and Out 

— Credit Facilities Applications 


Wqs software re mo- 

W see nOw be- 
fojp you.. The:Star is also 
Arab hews- 
hntS 8 • ■ j • ^corporate • 

ifeT de ^ phic& ^ ith ‘ 

a good example 0 f thjg . : ; 
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tpage 3 

]■ Jordan's mail 
jfeels the pinch, 
wage 2 

: P German society's 
Rubious mission, 
page 2 

|, P Saudi democracy 
the war, page 8 
•\ P, A Picasso sees 
l Ihe light, page 10 
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^ ^Miolw..t)d office. Mrv. client. needs In cash foreign 

currencies morning and evening. 
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Jordan's postal 
services feel the pinch 
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THE STAR 


By Nasser Keilani 
Star Staff Writer 

THE WAR in the Gulf is effect¬ 
ing Jordanians in every aspect 
including their mail. Since the 
war started mail deliveries from 
abroad began to fluctuate result¬ 
ing in major delays and in many 
cases coming to an absolute halt. 

Friends and relatives outside 
Jordan have been calling in to 
say that they have been told by 
postal authorities that mail ser¬ 
vices to Jordan have been inter¬ 
rupted. 

The Director of the Postal Ser¬ 
vices in Jordan, Dr AbduHah Al 
Jazi told The Star that delivery 
problems started after UN sanc¬ 
tions were enforced against Iraq. 
Dr Al Jazi said that US Navy 
ships positioned at the entrance 
to the Gulf of Aqaba, had turned 
back many ships carrying Jorda¬ 
nian mail. These vessels were 
torced to abandon their cargo in 
other Red Sea ports. When the 
war erupted the problem was ex- 
acerto beca.se of flight can- 

Dr A] jazi emphasized dial in 
spite of obstacles and the high 
cost of receiving and dispatching 
Jordanian mail, measures have 
beat taken to ensure that mail is 
son getting out and coming in. 

He said that delays are taking 
place because Royal Jordanian 
not reach all the countries 
jhat it used to before the war," 
Currently, mail pouches are 
flown to Vienna, where most of 
kJ s fleet is now stationed, from 
where the mail is distributed 


worldwide. But some mail is 
sent directly to its destination 
said Dr Al Jazi. "It all depends 
on the destination of the flight 
from Amman." 

Dr Al Jazi said that regulations 
of some foreign countries make 
it difficult for mail shipments to 
be dispatched to war zones or ar¬ 
eas of conflict. He added that his 
corporation had sent a memo to 
the Woi-W Postal Federation 
(WPFJ requesting postal authori¬ 
ties to contact the nearest Royal 
Jordanian office or agent regard¬ 
ing mail deliveries to Jordan Dr 
Al Jazi said the mail deliveries 
to Jordan are more the responsi¬ 
bilities of the countries from 
which the mail is sent and not 
that of Jordan. But, he added, 
Jordan is willing to assist in 
overcoming any mail delivery 
problem to the Kingdom. 

Dr Al Jazi revealed that Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia reached an 
agreement last week to resume 
regular mail deliveries between 
them through border points. "As 
for the Gulf states," Dr Al Jazi 
we send their mail to 
Oman and from there the mail Is 

SeGulfstates." 15 d6Slina ‘ i °" " 
But in case of a total halt in 
flights from and to Jordan, Dr Al 
Jazi said, there are alternative 
plans to dispatch the mail. "We 
die mail overland to 
g*ypt for example and from 
were to the rest or the world," he 

i« ( M . m . taz ) mail service 
z™* fractioning to all coun- 
tnes that have this service, with 



Possible fraud 

German group offe _- 

to host Iraqi childre I - - - - . Speaker of the Lower House 

STsS asaae ,raqi ,n,tiative exposed aggressor's real aims 

wiling nioihcrs to scml.hnJrz.Si 0 . 


Dr Al Jazi 


the exception of Iraq and Ku- 
waiL But naturally some delays 
in delivery are expected," Dr Al 
Jazi said. 

He said that Jordan's postal 

hom the WMF in secret tests to 
examine the efficiency of Jorda¬ 
nian mail services. "We scored 
higher than Germany in those 

£?“•. ** A J Jazi said. He added 
that Jordans postal service is 
considered to be better than that 
of many developed countries ac¬ 
cording to the WMF assessments 

“ JPK* 0 * s P eed| accurac y and 
“ Post offices across 
the Kingdom. 

The director said that there is a 
close co-operation between the 
S?K *T an Municipality 
^^^the postal service in 
i??? bu,1 dmg numbering so 


AMMAN 

\ f r i,Tui v \jw- 

man organization 1ms distributed 
1 lycra m Ammon iwo weeks aeo 
inviting mothers to send lhcirchil- 
Uren i° Germany for the duration 
of the Gulf War. "Not Hilfe" 
(Emergency help), also distributed 
a letter wnuen in Arabic saying 
dmi thousands of mothers and 
families all over Germany arc 
waiting for your children to pro- 
..‘Jem from ihe dangers of 
war. Mothers emi liavo their chil¬ 
dren back whenever they wanted 
the letter added. “All humanitarian 
organisation will guarantee that 
your child will return to you," the 
handwritten letter emphasized. 

The letter asked mothers to 
write their name and address and 
to sign a paper slating that they 
were sending their children to the 
Association of German Families 
which will host their children in 
umes of war." The children, the 
letter said, would be received by a 
certain Mrs Evclcnc Kniscnman of 
Dortmund at Frankfurt airport. 

in Amman, two apparent repre¬ 
sentatives of the Not Hilfe organi¬ 
zation approached two beggar 
women who were accompanied 
by their children and who were 
near to the hotel the men were 
stuying at. One was a German na¬ 
tional and the other a Saudi Arabi¬ 
an holder of a German passport. 
a Jordanian eyewitness told Tlic 
Mar that one of the Germans gave 
r h .° ' wo women JD1 each, Ihcn 
tried to persuade them into signing 

some pannre n., _■_ 6 b 

cn 


confirm If ft. hw. 

~neUh^g 

The spokeswoman c? By a SlaP Staff Writer wealth of the Arab and Muslim 
comment on the „ nations" and that they will be re- 

crcdibtlity but said duS THE SPEAKER of the Lower warded again to reconstruct what 
two Germans seemed a ft House of the Parliament, Dr Ab- they have destroyed in the war. 
and not veiy credit dul Latif Arabiyyat, has voiced The speaker said that the meet- 
su-essed that the Not Hiu'his support of the Iraqi peace ini- s "~“ •»*— .—». 
private initiative and hadr 1 dadve which was announced by 
ciat status whatsoever, ft the Iraqi Revolution Command 
Embassy could not im&fe Council last Friday. Dr Arabiyy- 
!!! e ..° r8 ^ nizalion •* not / at described the initiative « 


ings that look place in Amman 
with Arab and Muslim parlia¬ 
mentarians from Algeria, 
Yemen, Palestine and Iran "were 
fruitful and reflected deep under¬ 
let of i 


io Hi Z rl 's not j; at oesentjeo tne initiative as Iruilful and reflected deep undcr- 
« comprehensive, clear and con- standing among the heads of the- 

Sfe? 4,! ““""v, ■ parliamentary delegauons." He 

h . 1 ! nlennew with The Star, added that a joint communique 

dan She^SbS 1 £ al TO tt ?“ d Ulat 1* um ">g was issued by the delegations re- 

how theJddffiSl °. f th ® ™uauve was important tleraung "support to Iraq and its 

m Gcmiany wiitHBiuh*, la order to expose the mtenuons people in their steadfastness 
and in a oauitiy of panics . inv ? lved ln ^e ag- against the aggression." 

and language diffoZ $ rcss, ° n agamst lraq." He added Dr Arabiyyat said that the 

believed that the oarcS U,at , . a § gr P sslon on ^ Ira qi communique also called upon all 
was relevant since no dfc'^L IS dc ; si 8 ncd l ? cripple the peace loving organizations and 
dan is allowed to leave worlds potential and eco- countries to respond positively 

to I hp TrO/ii inifSniliM 1 . __ _ 


dan is allowed to leaveihe: ■ ■ r~ * - 

without his or her pareay n ° mic mfrastmetures, while at 
ment. i die same lime ruining any 

When contacted by TW cbance progress and prosperi- 
fax, the Lindau-based one f °r the Arab and Islamic na- 
identified itself as a "p dons, 
families, which foundedui Dr Arabiyyat said 
the chip diat Iraq has proved 


.to the Iraqi initiative because 
"Iraq has already announced its 
intentions to withdraw from Ku¬ 
wait for the first lime, so there is 
no justification for the continued 
aggression against it." 



"Both 
houses of 
parliament 
are well 
aware of the 
public view 
and their 
requirement 
s t " Dr 
Arabiyyat 


military power. He said the alli¬ 
ance against Iraq 
has exceeded the 


zaiion to help the chip dial Iraq has proved ?H ce a 8 ainsl Iraq 

Iraq." In a letter signedonce again that the "Tran ha<J alrpariv Qnnnim^H it* 5 as e ? ceeded die 

von Maltitz. the or* US-led coalition is ^ ndS aireaa y announced ltS intentions Security Council 

STJSiiS 2§5LS5"*!> » to withdraw from Kuwait for the first liber ' 


___ T- T Will DC in- 

froduced as a prelude to home 
delivery services. ■ 


vice president. Not Hi&eir. not interested in a 
that it is comprised of‘dj peaceful settlement 
persons, not politicians cr| to the Gulf War or 
religious groups." Thsleaef other regional prob- 
that the best treatment mil lems including the 

. --turn of the children will bee Palestinian Oues- 

mo papers. On seeing the worn- lccd b Y die "Maltesen (H He said - - 
r .. crumbled die paper and threw it religious German hwnante f e . . 

in the mans face, the eyewitness ionization). j a J T mvad . ers 

got suspicious and inquired about The letter added thaiNj! ^l l ° n c ° loniz « ^ whole regipn 

tho Gcminna «< tu n u-—..- has the addresses of 200061 i 5 nder ne w guises. The Islamist 

families ready to host o#r . added ^at the aggressors 


time, so there is no justification for the 
continued aggression against it." 


Jordanians continue to pour aid to Iraq 


By Hirid-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 


THE BUSINESS and Profes- ^ °P ener > cotton, mftdinoi “* u OUIcr 

sional Women's Club (BPWf’t k „ a cbes * batteries, biscuits HnH necessi dcs for children 
oneofnumcreusorgSTO ~?.^ d plain cloth that™' JS *■toq fiom Ira!! 

in Jordan that havelaSched b ®dages. “fSanizaUons. 

„„—.•- .. aunenea financial contrfbations arTalso r™li . I ta nieetlng with the 

^mbassadods wife in j or . 


sSwSisaxs 


donate items such as powder 
mdk. sugar, nee and bread. It is 
planned that each Iraqi family 


-— I iiiwuj 

because Iraq is ai- 
ready _geiung help in Uu s area 
■Iran and the 


require- 
to Iraq," 



Telephone and fax: 648298 
P. O. Bo x 9313, Amman. 


dan to ask her what 
ments should we send 
Mrs Nasser said. 

She added that financial con- 
tobutions will be used to S- 

cluT n^ C i ity ^enerators. ^he 
club official estimated that 

SVjJ 10 ^ boxes will be sent 

pmM? ° n Satarda y *e Gen- 

d« (GWS? f .’ ntary Socic ‘ 

ciu b .fno S) s,n ? of the ' 

Sed £ 9 JJ emb ? 1 b** 

; to address herself to at 
^ast ten people to provide as 
njsiiy boxes. One day after the- 

club announced its cLprimk 

Sire I S iv L d0nati0] ^ he 

ovm^'haw'cohK 
» ta* of C e J3 


“fprinafion cooi^ 

letters to embas- 
JS and United Nations-organi- 
guons in Jordan and 016 0 ® 
85 international branches bon- 

. % recently bombed 
Baghdad . shelter ■■ by Allied 
planes last week, i ■ 


, , - 1 wyviriUlWsS 

got suspicious and inquired about 
!“ Q*rmu* at the hotel's recep¬ 
tion. He then called the authorities 
who came and t,»ic die Germans, 
apparently for interrogation. 

When contacted by Tho Star, the 
hotel receptionist said that the two 
Germans had loft for nnothor hotel 
in Amman, but refused to give anv 
ofiier details. A source hi ilw other 
hotoj Mjd , hal lhc lWQ Qotmam 

h “d checked out on Saturday. 

Dio German embassy in Am¬ 
man told The Star UiaT the Two 
Germans had left Jordan on Mon- 
day ; A spokeswoman for the em¬ 
bassy said that sho only found out 
about the existence of the organi¬ 
zation two weeks ago. She could 


families ready to host ratr 
children on a "holiday"^ are 
war ends. Von Maltitz aftfj 
the organization has rssft ’ 
to charter flights to briiudu 
dren to Germany. Mcdwr •’ 
medical equipment werew' 

, by PALESTINIAN DIPLOMAT 

When Iraqi a°udloriHeii5jf^ t 

the fraai 

departure of children pr0 P^ al of 

pon of the children will d ° M T no ^ dlffer m 

iscd by Jordanian Mlpcrs 1 , K n 1 ^ nt A ^ ^ Iraqi initiative 
ter added. Von Minin vv 12 August last year. He said 
comment on, or ^ perception is that the 

the events involving M J ®“‘.War now extends from the 
reprcscnialives in Jordan. Ij Mediterranean to the Indian 
|Ocean encompassing the whole 
1 region. 

Speaking to The Star, the for- 
-mer PLO observer at the United 
Nations said that "any approach 
concerning peace in the Middle 
^t should be comprehensive, 
itching up all conflicts in dif- 
irenl parts of the region." 

He said that it was this com- 
©hensive approach that Iraq 
been calling for. "The politi- 
will of Iraq indicates that 
■ ac l |8 endeavoring peaceful 
•puiutments in the Middle East 
a whole and not only in the 
iwulfi" Mr Tarazi said. 

—~~~ - --—S ! - _-^iL.. Hc . said that the US-led aggres- 


The former speaker of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in the Low¬ 
er House, accused the US-led co¬ 
alition of using UN resolutions 
as cover to destroy Iraq and its 


ate Kuwait. 

The Salt deputy 
said the visit to 
Turkey and Paki¬ 
stan by a joint 
Jordanian and 
Palestinian parlia¬ 
mentary delegation, has been 
postponed "to accommodate 


Dr Arabiyyat, a former secre¬ 
tary general of the Ministry of 
Education, said the proposed trip 
aimed at outlining "the dangers 
posed to the Arab and Islamic 
nations as a result of the ongoing 
aggression on Iraq." 

He expressed his appreciation 
of the Iranian position on the ag¬ 
gression against Iraq, which he 
described as "faithful and en¬ 
couraging." Dr Arabiyyat added 
that the Iranians "have overcome 
gracefully the bloody eight year 
war with Iraq because they look 
at the present conflict from an Is¬ 
lamic view." The Iranians, ’ 


Zuhdi Tarazi: 

Palestinians do not regret siding with Iraq 

... .. 1 fV» 1 C •!! I 




for 15 years until last year, said 
ihe the PLO hopes hope that 
there will be a shift in the Soviet 
Union's policy towards the con¬ 
flict because the Soviets do not 
want to see Iraq devastated, es¬ 
pecially when they see more 
than a half million American sol¬ 
diers poised less than 250 kilo¬ 
metres from their southern bor¬ 
ders. 

He said there was a great gap 
between the position of the mili- 


said, are looking for¬ 
ward to a better under¬ 
standing and co¬ 
operation with all sincere 
Muslims at all levels. He 
said Iran has made it 
clear that it will stand by 
Jordan in case of any ag¬ 
gression against the 
Kingdom. 

Commenting on popu¬ 
lar demands during last 
Friday's demon strauon to 
sever diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with coalition gov¬ 
ernments, Dr Arabiyyat 
said that "both houses of 
parliament are well 
aware of the public view 
and their requirements. 11 
But he added that "it was 
for the government to 
take the most suitable re¬ 
sponse and is responsible 
for its decisions." 

Dr Arabiyyat expressed his ad¬ 
miration for the popular senti¬ 
ments in Jordan regarding the 
Gulf War, but warned that "the 
country is facing many challeng¬ 
es from many sides and the inter¬ 
ests of the country should take 
priority in any decision." He add¬ 
ed that Jordan is responding pos¬ 
itively to Security Council reso¬ 
lutions "in addition to the open 
acknowledgement of Jordan's 
neutrality right from the begin¬ 
ning of the crisis. It is up to tire 
nation to express itself by any 
available means." “ 


fews on the residents of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. "But 1 
wouldn't be surprised if Israeli 
armaments, tanks, personnel and 
air force participated publicly 
and openly m this war." 

The Palestinian diplomat pre¬ 
dicted that much more destruc¬ 
tion and devastation will take 
place if the Gulf War was al¬ 
lowed to continue. "The crucial 


Tarazi: Israel is involved 


Winning team 


44 tsfwtj jrctyvvfr 

maish and Ahmed Bdah tj^puction of the Tran A 

... maqs wuuuuui;, 

fccaujyerewaj^g 


Shevardnadze. "It was the first 
time that such an incident had 
taken place in the Soviet Union's 
history, because his (Shevard¬ 
nadzes) policy was rejected by 
many parties on different lev¬ 
els " 

munity to give Saddam Hussein Mr Tarazi said the United 
a chance to prove his intention to States does not only want "to 
withdraw from Kuwait 'by an- President Hussein, but the 

entire region to build up a new 

rvrlpr mvinwlliin in !.. _f 


,-- ai. jo israei is mere ngnt from 

tary and some politicians inside the beginning of the war" He 
the Soviet Union culminating in added that Israel was a party to 
the surprise resignation of for- the war by imposing strict cur- 
mo 1 Foreign Minister Eduard 


own cause by supporting Iraq. 

"The Palestinians have put their 
destiny with that of the Iraqis." 

On the Israeli role in the Gulf 

- attacked the Iraqi nuclear nvedi i£ is fooIish to ^Jieve 

that Saddam Hussein will surren¬ 
der." 

Mr Tarazi said that the meet¬ 
ing of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) is a must, "but 
there arc many pragmatic ques¬ 
tions related to this meeting, 
where, when, and how Ihe 
(PNC) will meet." 


facilities in 1981. "It"is a fact 
that the missiles which were 
fired into Iraq allegedly from the 
Red Sea were actually launched 
from the Negev, " said. Mr Tara¬ 
zi. "So Israel is there right from 


liberate Kuwait, it must destroy 
Iraq and its potential as well as 
its arsenal, which is clearly un¬ 
justified. He asked the United 
States and the European Com- 




Ms Rabab OmaJsh J h« k ! elln ®iP irecIor at Hotel Jordan 
and-Guest Relation^i?U 11Ched J Iie scheme 

manship amnnB(h^^^ 3 numbers as a motivation to ennwjSiJ-—^ »•*. wax aecunuy • “ j— 

of all as pan o/tha hJES? C p ?? ts ’ JDCreasc revenues and resolution to serve its. d* 1 it is geo 

The pfirnSnS gSf # 10 rCwar d outstanding perfon«^n ends. "The United States is. economically 
1990 durinE whff-h .w ^ x> ! £ P* fon n of a contest was run thnjK^Ciqusly manipulating the strategically wi 
Julies. ™ ** Papains competed on. up-selling involutions," he grid. "There is 

programme 

yffiSSfAS ;SSigSX " “ •fe *” sa 

PLO Official said the Unit- 


swelling the points that he raised 
in his last announcement and noL 
to reject the initiative. 


- : .- T ~v <geo- 

strategically with Iraq "because 
Iran realizes that this war threat¬ 
ens it as welt." He admitted that 
PLO-Iranian relations have not 
been restored to normalcy^ .but 
said contacts with Tehran are 
continuing. 

Mr Tarazi, who represented 


, r wny represented 

states claims that in order to the PLO at the United Nations 


order according to its view and 
that of its Western allies." 

He asserted that the Palestini¬ 
ans believe In something more 
than rockets or missiles and that 
is the "will of the Palestinian in¬ 
dividual who is confronting the 
Israeli occupation authorities.” 

MrTarazi said that the Pales¬ 
tinians do not regret siding with 
Iraq in the pjfesent conflict be¬ 
cause Iraq has tied the futurd of 
Palestine to its own destiny. "Be¬ 
cause of that, we are not sorry 
for backing Iraq and standing be¬ 
side jt," he raid. He added that 
Palestinians were serving their 


TO ALL JOURNALISTS . TV REPORTERS 


BUDGET RENT A CAR INTERNATIONAL STARTS TO 
OPERATE ITS VEHICLES TO IRAQ WITH DRIVER . AT . 
GUARANTEED COMPETITIVE , INCLUSIVE RATES. NEW, 
LARGE COMFORTABLE CARS (4 WHEEL DRIVE, STATION 
WAGON ; SALOON CARS ). 

' FOR MORE DETAILS PUASE CALL : 

TEL: 698131 GABRIELA 
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Cracks in the alliance jng *—i 

World awaits 

Iraqi reply to rafflBMBi" 
J Soviet plan y- 

sb£«3;:s£ jsste.'sav'f ftstsssa* -r— 
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Srtrw-s feta' 1,5 82 »ssaasasg gs&wr&si 
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stta^Msss: h 5 STfv-— 

Revolution CotrnnS cL2f ^ .from France and bS while foreion fmm foiling the alliance 


War diar 
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■ Anger sweepsS. 
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As a result of AUied bombing 

Iraq's historic sites under threat 

Dv Union A Inunn J_ ■_ _■ ■ . _ .. . 


By Helen Alayan 
Special to The Star 


promise with Bjushdnd 
Moscow did liule to hide its 

frustration with Washington's 
position. A senior Soviet official 
fiSJiS?.*- Moscow's 


mem was made, also refernH Fnr 2 gammon as "a cruel hoax" ZT uu,, ‘ 1 ne plan is said siw a ero H nu 0,1 cn- 

ihe first time to the issue^ftfith lhe Sov fels expressed ond’ 10 guarantcc Iraq's borders and c« 1? and American sourc- 
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important to both Muslims and 
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antiquities from Iraqi soldiers, 
Mr Abdul Haq said that Kuwait 
had never been a centre of civili¬ 
zation like Iraq. Archaeological 
and historical sites are rare in 
Kuwait, a country whose impor¬ 
tance stems from the fact that it 
is rich in oil. He also mentioned 
that cultural sites in Kuwait have 
not been targeted at any time by 
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Tuesday 19 February peace." 

■ Moscow rejects Densanti, who heads the 

to peace plan. . -Je® 11 . widl bis wife, said that 

■ Iraqi official says 2 PTO?mbers 0 f bi s group also be- 
and 60,000 wounded hmleye in the right of self determi- 
war, losses estimated at HBfUpn for all people in the Mid- 

iion. '^JeLu ^ ■ st * specially the 

■ Velayati says Iraq w Watostinmns people. 

wait, but allies should A translator for the group Said 
the Gulf. . lB 1 .? their, behalf that the group 

■ Kuwait's foreloi rwsjBeus for the immediate with- 
his government wPl n^fawal of Allied troops from the 
with Iraq even after ingulf and the protection of Iraqi 
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civilians caught in the cross¬ 
fire. She said that team members 
are still waiting for their visas to 
arrive in order to go to Baghdad. 

Members of the group did not 
know each other before their 
present campaign, but had re¬ 
sponded to a newspaper adver¬ 
tisement placed by Mr Densanti. 

The group organized a peace¬ 
ful march in front of the Italian 
embassy on Wednesday in Am¬ 
man to manifest their objection 
to their country's involvement in 
the Gulf War. 

In a statement distributed to 
the press, the group said the Ital¬ 
ian government which is sending 
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the Iraqi army. 

The towers and theaters in Ku¬ 
wait, which have cost fortunes to 
build, could have easily been de¬ 
stroyed by Iraqi soldiers, yet 
they are intact," he said. He went 
on to say that the “annexation" 
(invasion) of Kuwait lasted only 
few hours and did not involve 


any Iraqi aerial bombardment. 
On the other hand, Mr Abdul 
Haq said, libraries, churches, 
mosques, parts of the antiquities 
museum of Baghdad, riiins dat¬ 
ing back to the 8th century B.C. 


Abdul Haq, a member of thf 
Jordanian Writers SocieLy, callec 
upon "all world intellectuals" tc 
act to terminate "the intolerable 
wipe out of Iraq’s ancient sites 
and treasures. 1 ' He called upor 


■ o w u.w uui ujiu uwuuics. ne called upo 

have been destroyed as a result them to save the "great Iraqi ho 
of the indiscriminate AUied at- itage along the Tigris and Ei 
tacks on Iraqi cities. phrates rivers." M 


German society sends relief aid to Jordan 


AMMAN (Star) — Three tons 
of medicines and medical 
equipment arrived in Amman 
on Saturday by a cargo flight 
from Germany as part of relief 
aid to Jordan, 

The shipment is the result of 
the efforts of the Emergency 
Aid Jordan campaign, which 
is organized by the German- 
Jordanlan Society and its asso¬ 
ciated International Refugee 
Relief Organisation. 

The society’s President Mr 
Kurt Uihlein said public dona¬ 
tions yielded the equivalent of 
$285,000 In medical equip¬ 
ment for refugee camps and 


wounded persons in Jordanian 
hospitals. The German armed 
forces also sent bandaging ma¬ 
terials. 

The society also appealed for 
medical services and German 
doctors have expressed their 
readiness to come to Jordan 
and provide assistance to Jor¬ 
danian hospitals and to evacu¬ 
ees camps near the borders 
with Iraq. 

German relief efforts to Jor¬ 
dan took ofT after the visit by 
Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor to Germany 
. last Jannary. 

The Society Is working close¬ 


ly with Jordanian Relief Socle 
ty, The Noor, A1 Hussein Fouu 
dation, members of the Amui 
Club and the Association c 
German In Jordan. 

The German-Jordanian Sod 
ety, a 900 member non 
, governmental organisation 
took part in relief actions fa 
38,000 Palestine refugees ii 
Baqa’ refugee camp near Am 
man after the 1967 war. Its do 
nations so far have amountec 
to more than DM1.5 million ii 
■ the form of medicines, medlca 
equipment, mobile clinic 
clothes, blankets and tent 
among other things. ■ 


World cartoonists & 



lethal bombs on the Iraqi popula¬ 
tion, is the same government 
which is oppressing the legiti¬ 
mate rights of women, the work¬ 
ing class and immigrants in Ita¬ 
ly. 

The statement also pointed to 
the popular opposition in Italy . 
against the Italian government’s 
involvement in the Gulf War. 

1 The team plans to return to Ita¬ 
ly by 25 February because of fi- 
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Cracks in the affiance 

World awaits 
Iraqi reply to 
Soviet plan 


— f EBRu^ 



■ssssa,: 


21 FEBRUARY 1991 


M :1 *7il: 


THE STAR S 


,U *i/( 


By a Star Staff Writer 

TOE WORLD anxiously await¬ 
ed Iraq’s formal response to a 
Sovieipeace initiative to end the 
Gulf War Wednesday as observ- 
ers talked about serious cracks in 
«»?.«* alliance against Iraq. 
While details of the Soviet 
plan liave not been officially dis¬ 
closed, it was clear from the 
mixed reactions to it by Europe¬ 
an members of the coalition, that 

J* Pri? P mee ^ mosl if nQl a« of 
the UN Security Council resolu¬ 
tions on Kuwait. 

The Soviet proposal came 
about after the surprise Iraqi dec¬ 
laration on Friday that Iraq was 
willing to work with UN Securi- 
ty CouncH resolution 660, which 

wifhrlri 01 * I 23 S ^conditional 
withdrawal from Kuwait. The 

Revolution Command Council, 
in whose name the announce¬ 
ment was made, also referred for 

dra ™ t™ 1 ® to toe issue of vffith- 

Thc United States was quick to 
reject tho Iraqi offer, which put a 
conditions including 
the withdrawal 0 f Israel from the 
W temtories of the West 

mdS™S a i S S, P ’ Gol .“ ,Hoi 8 ht s 
and South Lebanon, in addition 


to foreign troops withdrawal 
from the Gulf and the cancella¬ 
tions of all other UN resolutions 
against Iraq. 

The Iraqi offer came few days 
after the visit by a special Soviet 
envoy Mr Yevgeney Primakov, 
last Wednesday to Baghdad 
Jtojf h T e T met Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
was then invited to go to Mos¬ 
cow, where he arrived on Sun¬ 
day after stopping in Tehran to 
meet senior Iranian officials, 
fran, on the other hand, praised 
toe Iraqi offer and called upon 
toe coalition to start negotiations 
. with Iraq to end the Gulf War. 

President George Bush's 
^/rebdffofthc Iraqi offer, 
was followed by similar rejec- 

F ? nce a™* Britain. 
President Bush described the Ira- 

as " a cruel hoa ’‘ B - 
■out the Soviets expressed onri- 

mism and after intensive diplo- 

riXi? T vily Mikhail 

Gortehw proposed a plan io 

&u£ “ il “ 10 

duri "B ‘he 

tvS. thal ^to Moscow and 
lehran were working closelv 
with Baghdad to formulate a 
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As a result of AEed bombing 

Iraq's historic sites under threat 

By Helen Alayan doino th* inh CAlifflnno fiu. __ 


By Helen Alayan 
Special to The Star 


AN APPEAL to save Iraqi cultu- 

fol ov/ihooAlnninn] U 


doing the job. Religious sites, 
important to both Muslims and 
Christians, have also sustained 
considerable damage. 

A/p- AU..1 TT__» _ ■ _ . 


Iraqi-Soviet talks: lxtst hope for political settlement 


plan which meets UN condi¬ 
tions, but also addresses the “is¬ 
sues spelt out in the Iraqi initia¬ 
tive. 

President Gorbachev, who by 
Wednesday was still waiting for 
Iraqs formal answer to his plan, 
Jffr sent messages to the 
Umted Stales and other mem- 
■f 8 toe alliance revealing de¬ 
tails of the plan. 6 

According to various diplo¬ 
matic and press sources, the So¬ 
viet plan calls for Iraq's immedi¬ 
ate withdrawal from Kuwait 
soon after a cease-fire is en¬ 
forced. It then calls for the de¬ 
ployment of UN forces to re¬ 
place Iraqi ones, while foreign 

W® JjMjn U> withdraw 
from the Gulf. The plan is snid 
to guarantee Iraq's borders and 
JW? of government, while it 

° l,a ^ nS . 10 on 
toe Iraqi-Kuwam disputes and 

SSriwlTu^ pr °! ),en,s mclud- 
mg the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

President Bush on Tuesday 

turned down the plan saying that 

‘I? m , ecl America’s de¬ 
mands. He reiterated that Wash- 
ington will not negotiate or enm- 


promisc wiih Baghdad 
Moscow did liule to hide i L s 
frustration with Washington's 

S o°„ n V A Sc i lior ? ovicl official 
said on Tuesday that Moscow's 

to iru( j and 
not Washington, while a strong¬ 
ly worded TASS editorial on 
Wednesday criticized the United 
States and accused it of trying to 
force its hegemony over the 

t?Ut rcg, , on .* 11 d® said tliat the 
UN resolutions did not call for 
to® destruction of Iraq and ac- 

°f fi oin S back 
to the Cold War era. 

. Meanwhile, the United Slates 
a too vc 10 save toe alliance 
irom railing apart, was focusing 
its efforts on toe ground offen¬ 
sive. Israeli and Anicricnn sourc¬ 
es were predicting the land war 
to start in the next 48 hours from 
Wednesday noon. 

Iraq, on toe other hand, has re- 
ai turned us readiness to thwart 
any attempt to force its troops 
out of Kuwait. According to an 
Iraqi communique on Wednes¬ 
day. Iraqi troops repulsed an at¬ 
tempt. to jjcnolrnto an Iraqi posi¬ 
tion in Kuwait. ■ 
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War peace talks. ^morc than 7,000 years under toe me Allied Forces are basically 

■ Iraq says six Allied ^Assyrians, Chaldeans, Accadians .ting with no kind of distinc- 

shot down. and others, and have been pre- ll ? n whatsoever. "I am con¬ 

served by the Iraqi people ymced that the forces are sirik- 

Saturday 16February toroughout the years." mg any target they can lay their 

■ Iraq fires three mlssfe’ The SCHI committee is made ®ye* on regardless of the fact 
rite of Israel's nuclear a°f “ ven oth er committees in- mat they may be damaging Iraqi 
Simona, and one at moulding toe The Jordanian Writ- heritage and hitting civilians," 

■ Morocco supports i»era Society, The Journalists As- Mr Abdul Haq said. 

Jffcr. sociation, The Artists When asked why no action 

■ Three US jets los fe Association, The Plastic Art As- had been taken by toe committee 

ays US spokesman, Th e Musicians Socie- to protect Kuwaiti heritage and 

■ One hundred and The Jordan Cinema Club, and antiquities from Iraqi soldiers, 
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tor. call for toe immediate cease-fire 

■ Israeli Prime Minimtb 1 to e Gulf and a halt to all toe 
Shamir says he y^norrible destruction of cultural 
dream of Eretz Israel tot^ tes which had survived for 
War peace talks. ^morc than 7,000 years under toe 

■ Iraq says six Allied ^Assyrians, Chaldeans, Accadians 

shot down, and others, and have been pre¬ 

served by the Iraqi people 

Saturday 16February toroughoultocyears." 

■ Iraq fires three mls&’ _^ e SCHI committee is made 
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offer. ’sociation, The Artists 

■ Tliree US jets to, ^Association, The Plasuc Art As¬ 
says US spokesman. Sociation, The Musicians Socie- 
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ians killed in Britishaiui. T “ e J ( ^d an library Association, 
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inns killed in British Ll prary Association. Mr Abdul Haq said that Kuwait toe Iraqi army 

louja market, Ha fl* s ^ ak ~ had never been a centre of civili- The towers and theaters in Ku- 

Bmish Tornado. ■ .tog°n behalf of toe committee, zation like Iraq. Archaeological wait, which have cost fortunes to 

Mid that widespread destruction and historical sites are ral in build,™uldhaveSvtode“ 

Sunday 17 February histonca 1 Kuwait, a country whose impor- strayed by Iraqi soldiers vet 

■ Aziz meeis Gortacbp “^Mtues in places such as Ntn- tance stems from the fact that it they are intact." he said Hp'ujLi 
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water and industrial 
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Kuwait, a country whose impor¬ 
tance stems from toe fact that it 
is rich in oil. He also mentioned 
that cultural sites in Kuwait have 
not been targeted at any time by 


any Iraqi aerial bombardment. 
On the other hand, Mr Abdul 
Haq said, libraries, churches, 
mosques, parts of the antiquities 
museum of Baghdad, ruins dat¬ 
ing back to the 8th century B.C. 
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Abdul Haq, a member of to 
Jordanian Writers Society, calle 
upon "all world intellectuals" t 
act to terminate "the intolerabl 
wipe out of Iraq's ancient site 
and treasures." He called upo 


and did not involve 
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TOEY CALL it "friendly fire,- 
SitaSr is misteading, 

Last month,.seven US Marines 
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^ght armored car for 
an Iraqi vehicle during a night 
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series of 
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water and industml pk; 
toe Saudi coast. : 
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Peace team protest 
Italy's war policy 


inadvertent shelling or 
of totops by toeir owh 
side, often occurs because of lust 

w 1* chabsJ ° f 

Si®sassa! 
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simply^panics. . ‘ 

Tv 1 * you-are foiled to fioM 
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^ ,s no111181 sim pl° and 
that jhe specter of friendly fire, a 

nrahty in evrnv devious 

Sn7 s 10 continue, ~ 
S i, :. inIensif y- In the 

t » s expected to take an in¬ 
creasingly heavier toll as the ‘ 
land war begins. . 

Retired Army L tp Col. Charles 

Shrader, who has compiled a 
American wars, says that d&z- *■ 

8 11 a so'ution. < 
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Wans from Iraqis, both using J u!° m ? onflicls * coemy forc- 
SSJ"* T-7^ tanks, or dii? S bave P«ins to exploit 
^muating u, e Centurion and nif^^ostoalimpact. Army 
Chieftain tanks emnlnvArf m- ? n ^’. Gen. Eueene 


lillcry bnmnua were n frequent 
, ! , n Vlcinam. "I’ve been 
£°mted by our own Air Force," 
ne told reporters. 

such inci¬ 
dents of friendly fire can be dev¬ 
astating to morale and to toe 
confidence of troops in their 
field commanders. In extreme 
instance, they can lead to the 
troops taking matters into their 
°* n . hands, according to psy- 

who have wotited 
with Vietnam veterans. 

in some conflicts, enemy forc¬ 
es havft lalran 1 _... 
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German society sends relief aid to Jordan 
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aid to Jordan. 
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Members of the group did not 
know each other before toeir 
present campaign, but had re¬ 
sponded to a newspaper adver¬ 
tisement placed by Mr Densanti. 

The group organized a peace¬ 
ful march in front of the Italian 
embassy on Wednesday in Am¬ 
man to manifest' toeir objection 
to their country's involvement in 
toe Gulf War. 

In a statement distributed to 
the press, the group said toe Ital¬ 
ian government which is sending 
Tornado jets to the Gulf to drop 
lethal bombs on the Iraqi popula¬ 
tion, is toe same government 
which is oppressing the legiti- 

mnla «C ___«l_ _ ■ 
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is organized by the German- 
Jordanian Society and its asso¬ 
ciated International Refugee 
Relief Organisation. 

The society's President Mr 
Kurt Uihlein said public dona¬ 
tions yielded the equivalent of 
$285,000 in medical equip¬ 
ment for refugee camps and 


terials. 

The society also appealed for 
medical services and German 
doctors have expressed- their 
readiness to come to Jordan 
and provide^ assistance to Jor¬ 
danian hospitals and to evacu¬ 
ees camps near the borders 
with Iraq. 

German relief effort* to Jor¬ 
dan took ofT after the visit by 
Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor to Germany 
last January, 
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German in Jordan. 
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took part in relief actions t 
38,000 Palestine refugees 
Baqa' refugee camp near Ai 
man after the 1967 war. Its d 
nations so for have amount! 
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the form of medicines, medic 
equipment, mobile clin 
clothes, blankets and ten 
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By Ali Maher 


Our Say.... 


Gulf conspiracy 

IRAQ'S SURPRISING declaration last Friday of its intention to accept 
Security Council resolution 660 and the Soviet peace plan which fol¬ 
lowed have sent a surge of optimism across this region and the world as 
a whole. While die United States and its allies wasted little Lime in reject¬ 
ing the Iraqi offer, the Soviet proposal was evidently putting strain on the 
US-led coalition. 

Iraq's declaration did not deviate much from President Saddam Husse¬ 
in's 12 August 1990 initiative. The Iraqi intention to withdraw from Ku¬ 
wait was made clear less than 48 hours from the 2 August occupation of 
the emirate. By accepting to work with resolution 660, Iraq was in effect 
putting the United States and its allies to the test. 

While Mr Bush found it easy to rebuff Iraq's important declaration 
only hours after it was announced, he was obviously shocked by the seri¬ 
ousness of the Soviet mediation efforts, which resulted in Mr Gorba¬ 
chev's own plan. 

The issue at hand is the malicious and deliberate destruction of Iraq 
and its people under the guise of international legality and in the name of 
the liberation of Kuwait. By rejecting both Iraq's and the Soviet Union's 
peace moves, Washington was further incriminating itself and exposing 
the true dimensions of its Gulf conspiracy. 

There are a number of points which one should examine at this stage. 

First, Iraq's call for dialogue and political settlement should not be in¬ 
terpreted as a sign of weakness. It is true that billions of dollars worth of 
damage have been dealt to Iraq's infrastructure in addition to the tens of 
• thousands of innocent civilian casualties, but the Iraqi leadership knows 
very well that these crimes were going to be committed anyway even If it 
withdrew unconditionally from Kuwait before the break out of hostili¬ 
ties. Iraq's determination to repulse the aggression remains potent even 
when It continues to call for dialogue and a political settlement to the 
conflict. • 

Second, now that Iraq has met the most Important Security Council de¬ 
mand, it is entitled — after the United States, Britain and Israel upgraded 
their demands to include the physical removal of the Iraqi leadership — 
to international guarantees safeguarding Its sovereignty and indepen¬ 
dence, two issues for which Iraq will fight bitterly. 

Third, when the United States turns down Moscow's peace plan and re¬ 
uses to discuss a political solution to the conflict, it becomes clear that 
. America's intentions in the region go beyond Kuwait’s liberation to in¬ 
clude the dismantling of Iraq and the imposing of an American- 
engineered security system in the Gulf and the Middle East, something 
which neither Jtiie Security Council nor the peoples of the region, not to 
ipenticn nelghbouring Soviet Union; can or allowed to contribute to, 
n * a !L?-before a negotiated settlement to the 
Sta ^ wfil begin to feel uneasy about possible de¬ 
fections within its own alliance. Washington must be unhappy with An- 
dreotiis remarks on the Soviet plan or Germany's interpretations of the 

Ucertwlll y wary of the strong criticisms carried by 
Moscow's TA$S news agency of the. American stand on cease-fire in the 

AJUlt. 

„5„' V !?“, n S tbn looses lo ignore Moscow's efforts and continue with 
Its aggression, against Iraq, one could then assume that President Bush's 
■ new wpdd orddr was short lived indeed, and that the Cold War could 
: very w^beon its way back before too long. 

,S ? ot on ? y destruction or capitulation. 
,. n.U.^m ite^ ^en'npy and neo-imperialism in this vety hnponant 
PW of the world. ^nd this isSomethingMoscow,can neyer accepUi 
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Friday 15 February 

■ Jordan welcomes Iraqi peace initiative 
describing it a genuine and positive step 
towards ending war in Gulf. 

■ Thousands of Jordanians take to the 
streets protesting the Allied bombing of a 
civilian shelter in the Amcriah district of 
Baghdad. 

■ International Movement for Peace an¬ 
nounce a six-point proposal calling for 
peace in the Gulf and Arab-lsracli conflict. 

Saturday 16 February 

■ His Majesty King Hussein voices sup- 

g irt for Iraq's decision to accept Security 
ouncil Resolution 660. 

■ The Jordanian Red Crescent Society 
sends ninth convoy of trucks carrying es¬ 
sential medicines to war-tom Iraq, 

■ A Jordanian man storms into Turkish 
airlines office in Jabal Ammon, and seizes 
one of its employees in protest of Turkey's 
policies on the Gulf. He later surrenders to 
the police. 

Sunday 17 February 

■ Four community colleges students in 
Amman demonstrate in protest of Allied 
aggression on Iraq. 

■ Crown Prince Hassan visits the Armed 
Forces headquarters and meets with the 
Chief of Staff. 

■ Iraqi Kalashinkov is auctioned in Am¬ 
man fetching JD 13,000. 

Monday 18 February 

■ His Majesty King Hussein visits the 
frontline units of the 12lh Royal Mechan¬ 


ised Division. 

■ Petroleum Refinery starts rationiu 
tubes to half the usual daily consuS 

■ Mr Abdul Razzaq AI-HashlmijI 
hassador to France, arrives in hm, 
route to Baghdad. 

Tuesday 19 February 

■ Yarmouk University president c£ 


The poor performance of 
US diplomacy in the Gulf 


By Elias H. Tuma 


T TT , nr f T 1 T?'0 C ns P® 1 of the United Nations humieS 

LiJu 1 J. JCj Ij an effort to assist victims of the 

rrrx TUP PTITTAD Tlic information given in y^Anres 

_hUllUlt Dial "at the Jordanian border theli 

tional Organization for Migrato;^^ 
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n . 1 cd at the border, where the Jordaai»^ lan 
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i o tne bailor: formalities and in-land transport. gjiui 

. P , , . Andnlus camp is not "the nearest mac 

1 refer to the report in your edition of 14 ( lo lItc border) but, given its ctosetf^ 

February on page 5 by Hmd-Ura Mango Amman and Queen Alia IntefflUiorf u 

on Barbara Nalwcmbo s life m an evacuee p, )r! m the preferred choice to toes W 
camp in Jordan. ncrablc evacuees. ^jnos 

The Amman office of the International (OM has repeatedly provided pofeos 
Organisation for Migration (IOM), which sumnees in the government of JoflkjT- 
has by now assisted more than 150,000 j[ W j]| organise the repatriation A~ 
evacuees arrived in Jordan lo return to cvncuecs arriving in Jordan from - 
their countries of origin, has been follow- i raq l0 t hcir countries of origin. /■ 
mg Mrs Nalwembo's problem for several pared with the total number oTtag*;, 
W u «■ , . . , already moved, a relatively small*v.v 

Her difficulties result from her unwill- 0 f persons arc unable or unwlN# : 
ingness, given the circumstances quite un- Wrn | 0 their home countries. In , 
derstandable, to return to her native Ugan- cs the United Nations High C«pEl 
aa. The Iniemauonal Rescue Committee, cr for Refugees, IOM aw 
a voluntary agency active in Andalus governmental organizations 
camp, has fried to help her find another attempt possible to find another fl «e 
country ready to accept her. When IRC in- ready to permit entry. As somei.fftat 

?? ce ? n 12 Fcbruar 7 toai thosecasesarerathercomplex ,W p® 
Mrs Nalwcmbo had finally decided to ] u u 0 n takes time. , kJ. 

HJ3 110 Sweden to stay with her brother, please do not hesitate to conacre gnj 
IOM made arrangements for her departure fice for my further information dflLIJ 

Mrs Nalwembo postponed her departure 
and is now scheduled to travel on 18 Fcb- 
ruaiy.' As with all other evacuees, she is 
.entitled in free transportation under the 
evacuation programme directed by IOM 


■ r>nn\ .in** e «, jred successful, but now it has proved to 

/JnrSSi j V n, °" Vo untar V a failure. It has drifted from depen- 
(UUVio, delegation presents a m«dencc on pseudo diplomacy to the lan- 
dum calling on the UN to make evajguage of the jungle, clearly illustrated by 
siblc effort to arrange ceasefire in theSie diplomacy practiced by both President 

■ Royal Jordanian (RJ) announce fcBush and Secretary Baker in addressing 
sumption of its flights to Saudi Aiafcthe conflict with Iraq and its president, 
tire United Arab Emirates (UAE) Saddam Hussein. 

■ More details revealed about 'flit c The ^ ^ have used is hardly 
death of scores of Jordanians near feartful, economical, polished or conducive 
as a result of Allied bombing. R«* lcm sol . v,n S or realizing objectives 

8 as diplomacy is meant to be. If anything, 
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■ Thirty-three Parliament merabeninoners. 

law to ban alcohol. 1 According to Webster's Dictionary, di- 

■ Iraqi health minister confers wiillplomacy means: "1. Art and practice of 
and UNICEF officials in Jordan, conducting negotiations between nations, 

■ Hizb AlTahrir Islamic party teas in arranging treaties. 2. Artful manage- 
spccial peoples conference to gittiment in securing advantages without 
port to Iraq and its and its people arousing hostilities; address or tact." This 

■ Arab Health Emergency ftv^ definition does not stipulate that diploma¬ 
cy ves n video tape from Silka Hotun 0 ? a PP 1 * 8 on ^ to **5**™ people or cer- 
Gemian lady, showing evidenced 181 !' situations. It applies to all situations, 

brutal nuercssion ncnSirmcd hv 81,(1 more com P lex ^ 

m ° re “* di P iomacy te - 

—. -.-.-■. -■ The US administration, with unmistaka- 

, 1P *.... NI „,. fclim ^ble encouragement from Britain, has 

™ SS lfL h S flooted 851 standards of diplomacy in ad- 

aneffortto assist vtcums of the^‘dressing the conffict with Iraq and its 
The information given in yoa Bnresidem 
U’ai "a. the Jonimian had cr lbel^ , t is ^ ^ ^ has violalcd ^ ^, 5 ,.. 
banal Organization for tional consensus by invading Kuwait 

lonnctl (her) that she should havet^j gmggjgg i t as Iraq's 19th province. It 
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it will organise the repmriaiiw^'T 


spned diplomacy or the tactful tactic of 
dealing with the crisis. 

The United States declared its military 
option even before the UN Security Coun¬ 
cil met to consider the options to be fol¬ 
lowed by the international community and 
certainly before the first UN resolution 
was adopted. The United States had that 
resolution passed almost in record lime 
without giving Iraq a chance to explain or 
argue its case and claims against Kuwait. 
The United States pressured and bribed 
other nations to form a coalition against 
Iraq, leaving little room for diplomacy by 
other countries to run its course. 

While the United States was building its 
military strength in Saudi Arabia and the 
Persian/Arab Gulf, the language and dic¬ 
tionary of diplomacy seem to have been 
virtually abandoned at the highest level of 
the US administration. President Saddam 
Hussein was publicly called a liar, an ag¬ 
gressor, cruel, ruthless, another Hitler, 
and many other names Lhat have no place 
in diplomacy. 

Contrary to the principles of diplomacy, 
little attempt was made to understand 
Iraq's counterview. Contrary to diplomatic 
expectations, little room was left for nego¬ 
tiation. Contrary to diplomatic behaviour, 
little "artful management" was demon¬ 
strated. Contrary to the objectives of di¬ 
plomacy, the positions of the parties were 
hardened as a result, rather than recon¬ 
ciled in search of a solution. In other 
words, the United States has opted not 
only to imitate Iraq's most undiplomatic 
behavior in Kuwait by resorting to force, 
but it has abandoned the language of di¬ 
plomacy in favour of the language of the 
gun. 

The US leaders went further by under¬ 
mining efforts of other world leaders try¬ 
ing to apply diplomacy. The efforts of 
French President Francois Mitterrand to 
mediate have hardly received any encour¬ 
agement. The foreign ministers of the Eu¬ 
ropean Community were pressured into 
canceling a scheduled meeting with Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz following 


the breakdown of negotiations regarding 
the prospective meeting of Secretary Bak¬ 
er with President Saddam Hussein. 

Strangely enough the US president had 
issued the invitation for any time before 
the 15th of January. When the 12th was 
chosen, the US president changed his 
mind because lhat date was close to the 
deadline set by the Security Council for 
Iraq's withdrawal from KuwaiL. Yet, not 
only was that date within the period pro¬ 
posed by the US president, but it would 
have necessitated a give-and-take ap¬ 
proach and a return to the aa of diploma¬ 
cy. 

As if to confirm his disregard for diplo¬ 
macy as a means to conflict resolution, 
President Bush addressed a very undiplo¬ 
matic letter in Arabic to President Husse¬ 
in. This letter, from one president to an¬ 
other, which I have read in Arabic, 
reflects condescension, arrogance and ig¬ 
norance of the literary Arabic culture, as 
well as Lotal disregard of diplomacy. It 
contains threats, one-sided charges and 
accusations, and a stiff language totally 
unacceptable in literary Arabic, especially 
between parties trying to achieve reconcil¬ 
iation and conflict resolution. Unfortu¬ 
nately the letter was justifiably rejected — 
as common in diplomacy, and thus any 
hopes or expectations of promoting har¬ 
mony were dashed. 

Did President Bush intend to insult Sad¬ 
dam Hussein? I doubt it for that would not 
be diplomatic. To write an insulting letter 
would not necessarily insult the address; it 
might actually be an insult to the writer. 

Did the president intend to abandon the 
language of diplomacy? If so, he did not 
have to write that letter; diplomacy had al¬ 
ready been abandoned. Did President 
Bush write the letter in that form in order 
to have it rejected and thus add another 
political argument for the use of force? I 
like to think that President Bush would 
not have such a mean goal in mind. 

1 am rather persuaded that the US presi¬ 
dent is surrounded by a group of ignorant, 
unsophisticated advisers who have been 


Arabs mistrust Western intentions 

By Ahmed Tibi background of the systematic, but signifi- on the "new order" lhat the Uniti 

cant, weakening of Arab nationalist move- plans to set up in co-operation 


v. By Ahmed Tibi 

DEEP ANGER and suspicion about the 
intentions of the United States vis-a-vis 
|he; Arab world fill the hearts of Arabs in 
the' Maghreb, our region and the Gulf 
Jtates which are part of the US-led 
JcotLiition." 

The Arab world lacks trust in and is in- 
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is turning out to be the destruction of 
jaq, along with the killing of innocent 
Ipzens, And this all has occurred without 
tection from any Western government. 
-Grassroots Arab support for the Iraqi 
?ople is growing on every side. Political- 
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fJJ® touch with public opinion. 

L-IJie,chairman of the Syrian Authors As- 
pciation, together with some 4Q Syrian 
witfers and intellectuals, signed a petition 
gainst US attacks on Baghdad. They, like 
Why others, regard Desert Storm as a 
toye to destroy. Baghdad,and Iraq and to 
jwnge a regime that is .not convenient, 
filter than to -liberate" Kuwait. This is a 
pforadiction of UN Security Council res- 

tToday the main growing|voice of di$- 
gjt in the Arab world is that of Islamists, 
Spause Jt is almosttife only conduit, even 


ments. 

Those who advocated moderation and 
the advance of secularism find themselves 
in the same camp as the fundamentalist 
movements or in their shadow. This is a 
coming-to-gather of emotions, political 
declaration without organic connection to 
Saddam the man, but linked lo the Iraqi 
masses, that even US spokesmen admit 
have nothing to do with military infra¬ 
structure. 

It is a link with the word "Baghdad," a 
symbol in Arab history and Islam. It 
needs to be remembered that Baghdad, 
Damascus and Cairo are magic words for 
the Arab masses. Historically, these are 
centers of culture and creativity, Islam 
and Arab nationalism. 

Perhaps in Uie short term, the feelings 
of Arab citizens will not have military im¬ 
plications, but political implications are 
being forged, because the region per¬ 
ceives the war in a different light than the 
United Slates does. A "victory" would be 
regarded by Arabs as the ability to stand 
up to the largest armada in history, and 
' not to attaining military objectives. 

The East does not feel there is a sincere 
.. and honest handling of its problems in 
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misleading him throughout the crisis by 
their poor advice. These advisers go to the 
Middle East but they hardly know it. They 
may read Arabic but evidently do not un¬ 
derstand il. And they prosper on the riches 
of the Middle East but have little respect 
for its culture or people. 

The poverty and failure of US diploma¬ 
cy are grave handicaps facing the Bush ad¬ 
ministration. They undermine US efforts 
in world affairs; they incur costs that are 
avoidable; and they form formidable ob¬ 
stacles in the way of peaceful problem 
solving and conflict resolution. 

Furthermore, as a world leader, the Unit¬ 
ed States can and should set the example 
in the search for and protection of peace; 
diplomacy in its true meaning is indispens¬ 
able for lhat role. In the present conflict 
with Iraq, the abandonment of diplomacy 
and the failure to set a good example by 
the United States may result in the death 
and injury of hundreds of thousands of 
people. 

How much cheaper and more elegant it 
would be if we let diplomacy prevail, even 
if it takes more time, energy and patience 
• to achieve the objectives, because then all 
concerned would be winners. ■ 

Ellas H. Tuma is professor of economics 
at the University of California in Davis. 


on the "new order'' lhat the United States 
plans to set up in co-operation with the 
Arab states linked to it.. . 

When the . dust settles, we, as Arabs, 
shall inherit the ruins. The United Slates 
will still be perceived as a Western power 
repeatedly molding the future of the re¬ 
gion with the help of its allies, while ig¬ 
noring the basic dignity of Arabs as hu¬ 
man beings, while It continues to support 
Arab totalitarian regimes in the name of 
the "new order.” 

Many, including this writer, do not be¬ 
lieve there will be significant pressure on 
Israel — whose fortunes will be on the 
rise — to get it to end its occupation of. 
Arab territories conquered in 1967. The 
average Arab says that what has been will 
continue to be. 

The Western governments are exhibit¬ 
ing a ■ disgusting hypocrisy, especially 
when they voice more pain about the fate 
of cormorants off Kuwait's shores than 
they do over the fate of Iraq's children. As. 
these lines were being written; a shelter in 
Baghdad has been bombed with hundreds 
of people in ii and hundreds of casualties. 

T.have not heard any reaction from, the 
West, on the infants; children,.women and 
elderly people being brutally killed; Six¬ 
teen premature Iraq babies, as a-random; 


general and, therefore, what we shall see example, died in their incubators after the 
m 1 the postwar period will be a definite electricity at their hospital was cut, Hun- 
and dangerous unbalance which will dp , ; dreds, if not thousands; of ■ people*. have 
great harmt specially to US interests!in .been hurt. The Americans callthis 
, the region. The Arabs say you cannot rely ; "collateral damage." This Js a pure insult 


to .the intelligence 

What Is Ihe connection between them. 
and the "liberation of Kuwait?" What 
voice was raised in the Israeli peace camp 
against tins? A deafening silence. 

Has the demonization of Iraq embraced 
its infants, women and elderly? Indeed 
"the rooms have been sealed, and the 
souls, too," 

I have heard — and my bones have 
been shocked — people of the Israeli left 
who do not rule out using "tactical" nucle¬ 
ar weapons against Iraq "to teach this ty¬ 
rant'a lessonr 1 Have you thought of Use 
consequences? Or perhaps you are busy at 
the moment preaching to the Palestinians 
and flinging insult at Yasser Arafat, or po- 
litically crushing the PLO, and the petty, 
search for an alternative leadership? (Anq 
by what right? That of "superiority^ or. 
"disappointed love" toward' the Palestini- 
* ans, which never existed? Or because of 
the strong need of some "to educate the 
Palestinians and only after that to give: 
/.them a state?' 1 ) 

Even Arabs who oppose the conquest of - 
Kuwait, like myself, give lop priority in , 
their public and national agendas to the 
subject of the destruction of Irdq before ' 
anything else, and find themselves shout¬ 
ing: Enough killing, enough humiliation, ■ 

. 1 enough destruction and enough-concerted. 
lying! I 

My voice, the voice of an Arab, is echo- _ 

•. ing with no Israeli voice accompanying it , 1 
> A moral wilderness* if nioratity.is an ab- 
^ solute value.. ■ : 

! ; writer is a physician and a proml- 
V iient figure in East Jeryaaleni-s intellec-. 

. tual life. 
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By William Drozdiak 

GOVERNMENTS IN southern 
Europe are concerned about the 
Gulf War's potential to foment 
political instability across North 
Africa, where the rulers of Mo¬ 
rocco, Algeria and Tunisia are 
responding to the demands of 
the their publics by showing 
more support for Baghdad. 

In a region troubled by soaring 
birth rates, chronic unemploy¬ 
ment and religious and funda¬ 
mentalist movements, the Gulf 
war may soon ignite social ten¬ 
sions in North Africa that could 
nave serious consequences for 
Europe as well. 

Islamic militants who arc chal¬ 
lenging secular governments in 
all three countries, have sought 
to exploit the war for political 

gam..They are depicting the 

bombing raids against Iraq as ev¬ 
idence of "imperial aggression” 
against a brother Arab nation by 
f 1 . 01 ? Western powers, Jed by the 
United States and France. Iraq’s 
invasion and occupation of Ku¬ 
wait have been played down. 

The pro-Western government 
of Morocco's King Hnssan n, 
which previously condemned the 
Iraqi invasion and sent 1500 
wwps to join the multinational 
force in Saudi Arabia, tacitly en- , 
doracd a general strike called by 
major labour unions recently as i 

T«S U Th C show of su PP° rt f or < 
Iraq. The government urged citi- i 

zens to observe this day of soli- ] 
darky with the brother Iraqi peo- ! 
pic in contemplation, discipline 5 
Md responsibility." Morocco's l 
five opposition parties urged a “ 
day of feting, prayer and htood f 
donations on behalf of Iraqi war 5 
victims. v cj 

In Tunisia, where crowds have S 


Maghreb tries to 
cope with war 


A* 21 FEBRUARY 1991 


°? th ^ ngs 10 come 
Siftu •ftw die guns 

MsUentin the Gulf War hJal- 
ready become a topic of much 

^ outside 
East. One of the sub- 
■^ ecls which speculation is 
now rife Is that of cSe ^so 
cia^ political, economic and cul- 

Indeed, such changes were al- 

iSlffS!"* overdue ^ the 
ES 7 ? die war may appear to 
make them inevitable or, at least 
hastened them considerably. 

far dwy have large¬ 
ly / 1 ? 10 pPond, monarchs 
HLif" ° f ^donal Arab- 

aSw Si 0118 ^ no touht 

^tenee in their 
25? of increasingly Vocal mi- 
calling for Inch novd- 
nes as more personal freedoms 

wedO?TfW dislribuUon of 
3 ,, a press and demo- 

Wi^ l0Cted govern menis. 
wiw the exception of Jordan 

te -hcrc an earnest and 
losp has! been 

t :??¥? ahia is a case In noinr 

suddenly announced’ t^Lw 
(consultative) council would ^ 

eluding a constitutional law'* ° 

; 

OTU>rS^„°i , u ch ° ic e rn: 


denounced President P” 

ff Bush and attacked ( 

French properties, Presi- 
■ dent Zein Abidine Ben 

r All escalated his defense 

: of Baghdad by condemn- t‘‘ ’ 

ing "the destruction and 
devastation of Iraq," „ 

which he said was sur- "" 
passing "the threshold of ' • 
the intolerable." While ! 

appealing for calm and ■ 

the security of foreign in¬ 
terests in his country' 
President Ben Ali de¬ 
clared that the war 
seemed intended "to pre¬ 
vent the renaissance of 
[he Arab nation... so that 
it remains forever con¬ 
demned to (foreign) de¬ 
pendence, with no proper 
place in this so-called 
new world order." 

Algerian President 
Chadh Bendjedid, who 

sought to mediate an_ 

Arab peace agreement 
Mtore war broke out, also has 
sharpened his criticism of the 
West since a pro-Iraqi demon¬ 
stration on 18 January attracted 

SB*" 4°°™ people. 
Bendjedid had condemned Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait but also die 

camp after the war started be- 
cause he said, the multinational 
toree had transgressed its United 




Nations mandate to liberate Ku¬ 
wait and was seeking to destroy 
Iraq. Algeria will stand by the 
side of its brother Iraq," he told 
the National Assembly two 
weeks ago. 3 

A fourth former French colo¬ 
ny, Mauritania in West Africa, 
hasr^olutely backed Iraq as one 
of President Saddam Hussein's 
most steadfast allies. The gov¬ 
ernment has provided shelter for 


Iraqi Airways passen- 
gcr jets flown out to 
avoid die Allied bomb- 
' : rags. 

KI Thc swing by the 
, North African states is 

porceivcd by senior 
French officials as the 
.7: ; ° ni y course available to 

■ *'■'■£ those governments if 

they hope to contain 
public discontent and 
the rising influence of 
their Islamic critics. A 
North African appeal 
u a freee 10 re-launch 
the diplomatic process 
^ of resolving the crisis 

A was rejected by the UN 

Security Council. 

|f|\ "These governments 
jOk were already under a 

Wm tremendous amount of 

M pressure just from their 

■K domestic problems," a 

senior French govcm- 
-sj mem analyst said. 

» V,,cn y° u M the 
emotionally volntilc fact of 

Wratcrn bombs falling on broth¬ 
er Arabs, it will be awfully hard 
to keep those places from ex¬ 
ploding m the next few months." 

In June, AJgcria is planning to 
hold its first free general elec¬ 
trons since independence three 
decades ago. The Islamic Salva¬ 
tion Front, already the country's 
biggest political party, has used 
the war issue to its advantage 
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«audi democracy and the Gulf War 

skuro. When they refer to "a shu- _ . 


even though it receives J 

§SS3| Developing a taste f 

opponents. NonethejL " W 

front has, planted iw*' I ■ ■ ■ 

minor food crops 1 

S'lhai’bSiiteite 

coutd transform its gnni T* 4Blw * 

litical clout into a serinru 
to seize power if S 

^Some^' to|r . ^ 

Hassiw's long fHen^sCn 

United Stoics and his fe; ^ 

Uons with the Saudi and 6 Z? ^ * 

dynasties are coming uni ^ ' k - 

tack from pro-Iraqi opn itk* r v 

groups. : ' s ^. JA 

The threat of political tsi, ^ • 

mid the possible ascends: 

bouring /^^^iSS^ Tra ^ tionaI ^ armin S : A breakthrough for poorer nations 
ly emerged as a m^joras.. 

crafo ? 1 France , 6 Itofy S’ By Omar Sattaur soya bean oil — and is much 

tirocoIIaSe oSuIar!/Sf FA EME R S IN the Andes grow a Similar stories abound in devel- 
emmentson ihcnihpr^lifci gram thflt 15 80 nutritious it can oping countries of valuable foods 
StomiSLn ci? Cr £ 5 f^ rve “ a substitute for meat, yet that remain imder exploited. 

SaS^wa^fiS' 1 ^ 11568 ^ ^ ex - ^°2 e « Atoned 

exacerbatine radal f 3t'f h?n8e P to u !m P ort l - 6 mlUion with extinction as farmers replace 

fears of terrorism t °? ies ? f _, wheaL ever y ywr- cash crops that have an 

onsm. Bangladesh spends $115 mil- established international market. 

Guardian on imports of ex- Now, an international organisa- 

( pensive cooldng oil from faraway tion — temporarily based at 
V countries, while farmers in neigh- King's College, University of 




i Q 

rrvs 




m 

m 


commentators equated the term ra °, n ’ ,rn this particular 
automatically with "parliamenL" hrS pra f tlcc originates in a 
The sole point of sintilariw ^ favfi^^ Sl 0 l S? ncc which 
twee i n ® Western-style parlj a - communp^ 0 ^^ ^ ho BoMevcrs' 

ment and a Muslim ^WaToun. i bUSine ! s s to ^ 

cil, however, is that both are &f ted ,n oonsultation among 
Places m which neonle _ g 


- l ’ v nuijicia iii iicijjii- 

Abtlul Aziz chose ^ grow a bean whose 

""Democratic Practise tbt; oil u cora P arab Ie m quality to 

the Ojpcn Councils in Saud(„ - 

bia," in which, among ma^; 

cr things, ho set out to e^; 

the reasons why the praajT m 

democracy as it is knowai* ■■tfnn 

West is not suitable for • : 1^111111^^ 

In the West, writes Pri«3‘ : r v Maa P | P inniPE 
sal, there is a tradition of Jfc- y 8816 James 

and of observance of & CLAIMED BY many to be the 
such as traffic and _tax ^ greatest of all the "Bninent Vic- 
which are observed asj| tqrians", Sir Richard Burton was 
were rebgious edicts, ^ a prodigious talent in many 
Saudi Arabia 'law and a* f spheres — linguist, amateur Br¬ 
and will continue to be, a* j; chaeologist, explorer, anthropplo- 
rcligious ordinances. - {gist, swordsman, sexologist, 

According to the writer. ^ translator and prolific writer--. l0 
cal consciousness and i»*«name but a few. 
cy rate in any country * j. .a century after his death, ac- 
-iremely important facWJ cording to Frank McLynn, his lat- 
U comes to choosing W |,est biographer, there is still a 
political system most sg wealth of archive material in exis- 
tiiat country. Popular ^ tence which no previous biogra- 
hc adds, arc not pracircat* | pber has used. - 

country like Saudi ArabJJ i;, Author McLynn analyses the 
60 cent of the popj ^complex personality of his sub- 
were, until 30 years ago^ r jeet and provides a detailed oro- 
U 1 IO tnbes used to a nonw [jflle of this Illustrious, yet comm¬ 
and living in a state ofj i verslal character, who he 
nent warfare among Uig* ^describes as Islam's greatest 
This is why, he concludes.? ^Western interpreter. 

Iar elections in the SaiKD* Although bis early education 
chy today would resujl < |was perfunctory. Burton soon 
same state of rivalry and sjfe showed, a marked gift for lan- 

sfff .Oliaano' tl. 1_ . . 


places in which people "spe^ „- * 

and tend to discuss and consult inhf U ?i im th ? kers consider this 
about things, in this case affaire JoSSl? *? ^ the r ftindam ental 1 
of state. operative clause of all Islamic 

And indeed the word shura 10 statecraft. In 

means consultation 11 and a vhu w 8 ,) vords of one prominent 
™ council (MajihShurvyi&hjtn ^eologian, toe ordi- 

“sernbly of representatives ofS lran saction of 

people, and can also be the eh. jJJ business not only 

preme legislative authority for ^^^t upon, but synony- 
that people. y OT m ° us with, consultatiai — 

But the shura council the San 2 ea J ls diat the legislative 

di monarch has promisS h!s P9^ er of the slate must be vesl- 
Pwple differs in one^ardind ^ cho “n by the 

^ P~ y spec,flcally ror 
W Rather than being dected'at ho T ver ' how 

fe.popnlar level, the pSS Wv?T„Sfe sudl «" ““tn- 
maA is to be rooted C “ to diSvKf ,an P>8«: Who is 
™ les of-the Islamic shaltZ ■■|SlrlS2Sf^ e wh ,° 10 con- 

on busi - 

,ucstions 

With, a programme and a basis 

for KOvemmpWf 


when the civil war in neighbour- 
rag Yemen became a struuglo 
between the old regime and anti- 
monarch ist elements actively 
supported by Nasser's regime 
Then, as now, a promise was 
lho effecl that, "Allah 
W1 mL a consuItoli ^ve council 


. Muslim thinkers consider this ujo.Vm i 0 consuIto “ v e council 

injunction to be the fundamental ■ W Th^ Sct - up ' 

operative clause of ali Islamic ♦ premise was duly forgot- 


uiuugni relating to statecraft In wcro roiea, 

fto words of one prominent Z S."* 967 riasco “d 
Muslim theologian, the ordl 52 Wld, drawal of Egyptian 
nance "makes tiro transaction of ^ a , fro . m 1 X Cmc P* ^1979, 
^ political business not only fses 10 i 98 i?’ fi milar Prom- 

consequent upon, but synon£ S? mad 2 by K,n S K^aled. 

KH consultation ~ S,« e & no J hm f “ me out of 

which means that the legislative d ^ pile ^ facl dial 

power of the state must CwE “ olgbt-man 

ed in an assembly chosen bythe •**? up ™ rele ‘ 

commit, specifically for tois 

The question, however, is how bU 4!?' ng ??? Planned. 

SB regether such an assem- and budt 8 n 8 * in marble 

sa*—*- avi 

■ Answers to these questions iSc?n2^r blyi mean ^ 
have been advanced by the San S“ ng ^ lficc will be occu- 

f^°T hy x- P, teiJ e F ulfWaris over" 
19308, when Abdul Azfa a-^H RaWH-5 te er .happens to King 

Jfsumcd.the tifie of kj n g of San-. mnUit i£!S?i! e 5 ' cv en if a 


that remain under exploited. 
Worse still, they are threatened 
with extinction as farmers replace 
them with cash crops that have an 
established international market. 

Now, mi international organisa¬ 
tion — temporarily based at 
King's College, University of 
London — is attempting to raise 
the status of what the developed 


miPi 


world refers to as "minor food 
crops." Hie task is not easy, say 
scientists at the International 
Centre for Underutilised Crops 
(ICUC). 

Turning a "minor food crop" 
into one of national and, hopeful¬ 
ly, international importance de¬ 
mands research. The techniques 
that subsistence farmers employ 
do not work when the crop is 
grown on a large scale. Without 
improvement and development 
the crops remain obscure, impor- 


Richard Burton — 

Quintessential Orientalist 

Rv Mnnnln Tam... — ■ h i ■ IA ■ 


on Ih e wishes shaWho, hi 
Grand cough talk,: cenainiv^ 


some MuSlun writera have called iSU! 1 ? 6 ^ T a :s unple and effec- 1 all ire & Is ^ ? *be source of 

:-3S^laS 5#SRSSff«b. 


he adds, arc not practical* 
country like Saudi Arabia^ 
60 per cent of the pops 
were, until 30 years ago. dj 
Into tribes used to a nonj» 
and living in a state of f* 
nent warfee among ihe«® 
This is why, he concludes.? 
Iar elections in the Saudi ■ 
chy today would iwM 
same state of rivalry andsj 
between various sections^ 
population. .• "j 
T his, roughly, is the j 
monarchy's basic appro*JJ 


I 


Burton in Arab clad 

ism and other atrocities, In which 
he claimed to have participated, 
while knowing well that he had 
not," reports the author. 

Commissioned into the Indian 
Army, the military aim of the 
East India Company, Richard ^ 
Burton spent & total of seven 
years service in India .where his 

P.HWrhBP. in Ignmiaaaa an A rlln 


, - tenT ' 


years servlM In Indh where Ws 
h'the'S ^mastered ^ 2 Ws pnme ex P ertis e in languages and dia- 

subject of reprcsentaiiv^ |iWbmate l y olaim to speak.40 dif- East resulted in an affi^ty with 

^ SS htoSMuTLS 

KSpTSctoS.%; £»*•. afthe'umeofHaj^ *• rf - M ““ 

in 1 which he spoke 1 Burt0n '» detachment In laS- ^are Burton explored 

enough for him to come^*P»m. his parents was a ^i« • West AfrieVta 

HigiiiuunJ Y _l_ro.!__Jl__ • 


■k 


-j '’j'V 'I*!'. '*! ' !, . i 

' l,; '' : i ''V'' *f Zj •. 




^ Saudi prmce. 
from the Uni- 
fomia. Prince 
Ibrt-Saud Ibn-, 


. '• i* 


- ;Jtmsatoi^ “ I, : lales *.?f ®»Wer. camubid- says the author. "Of aU the great 


19th-century travellers in the 
'Dark Continent' only Stanley, 
Livingstone, Speke and Baker 
were to accumulate superior cre¬ 
dentials as technicians of explora¬ 
tion. As an anthropologist, and in 
his superior intellectual range and 
depth. Burton surpassed them 
all." . ; 

The next stage in Burton's vari¬ 
able career came with an appoint¬ 
ment as British consul in Fernan¬ 
do Po, some 20 miles off the 
West African coast, followed by 
a post in Damascus. 

In the final years of his life, 'de- 
. spite intermittent ill health, Bur¬ 
ton translated die Kama Sutra and 
other erotic works. He also trans¬ 
lated 16 volumes of. the Arabian 
Nights. lyoducing many books 
on a variety qn topics, including 
43 volumes of , travel-writing, 
Burton's style left a lot to be de¬ 
sired. Dl his criticism. McLynn' 
asserts that, most works were 
overlong. Burton wrote too fast, * 
was bored with revisions, and. 
never worked on more than ,a sin¬ 
gle draft. . 

Knighted in 1886 in recpgni- ' 
tion of his services to the Crown, : 
Burton is admired by the author 
as a phenomenon of his time. His ' 
assessment of this complex char¬ 
acter who, led an action packed* 
life js never less than absorbing. 

Academic File 

Burton: Snow Upon th$ Desert, 
By Frank. McLynn. John'Mur¬ 
ray- V- 'I" 


iant only to farmers who practice 
an agriculture based on food se¬ 
curity rather than commerce. 

ICUC director Nazmul Haq 
says developing countries race a 
paradox: There is insufficient de¬ 
mand for certain crops to attract 
research money, but demand can¬ 
not increase until the crops arc 
grown more widely and, before 
that can happen, they must attract 
research funds. 

The battle is not always won 
even when research money is 
available. Cultural factors may 
play a pari when indigenous 
crops are undervalued. 

Peru, for example, boasts 10 
speejes of native tubers, three 
species of grain and four species 
of legume, mosL of which are vir¬ 
tually unknown outside South 
America. One of the grains, cani- 
hua, is so rich in lysine lhat it can 
provide a good substitute when 
meat is scarce. (Lysine is one of 
20 amino acids — building 
blocks of protein — that people 
need to eat to remain healthy.) 

Yet Peru imports wheat. Ac¬ 
cording to Mario Tapia, head of 
Peru's recently introduced Ande¬ 
an Crops Programme, the de¬ 
mand for wheat is a legacy of co¬ 
lonialism. 

Wheal is a high-status food, the 
staple of the descendants of the 
Spanish colonisers, most of 
whom live on the coast. Andean 
crops, even when nutritionally 
superior, are grown in the high¬ 
lands, the domain of low-status, 
predominantly poor, Peruvian In¬ 
dians. 

The ICUC aims to break the 
cycle of neglect and ignorance by 
spreading information about the 
nutritional and agricultural char¬ 
acteristics of underutilised crops. 

An international committee of. 
ICUC members has drawn up a 
list of priority crops for study. 
The centre co-ordinates screening 
of crops for potential use and re- 
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searches ways of improving 
yields, resistance to pests and dis¬ 
eases, and marketing strategies. 

The centre has established a 
network of scientists in 66 coun¬ 
tries who share information about 
little-known food crops through a 
newsletter, which is &ec to sub¬ 
scribers in developing countries. 
Through this network, the centre 
aims to introduce new crops to 
countries: For example, some of 
the varieties now under study in 
Peru's Andean Crops Programme 
might be useful to fanners in the 
Ethiopian highlands. 

The centre also provides train¬ 
ing courses in crop improvement 
for scientists from around the 
world. 

One of its post-graduate re¬ 
searchers— Ghill am Chaudhary 
from Pakistan — is studying an 
Andean oilseed called pearl lupin, 
a legume that has a built-in pest 
rcpellant. Its yields, as well as the 
quantity and quality of the oil it 
produces, are similar to those of 
soya bean, currently the world 
market leader in edible oil. 

In 1988, researchers managed 
to overcome the main drawback 
of oearl lupin, the fact that it nor¬ 
mally produces toxic levels of al¬ 
kaloids that make it unsuitable for 
human consumption. 

WesL German researchers, who 
have invested more than 20 years 
of research effort into breeding 
and selecting strains of the plant, 
are now growing the legume on a 
commercial scale. But pearl lupin 
may be of special importance to 
poor countries such as Bangla¬ 
desh, Nepal and Ethiopia, be¬ 
cause it grows well in poor soil 
and in mountainous and hilly re¬ 
gions. 

The challenge now is to intro¬ 
duce other such neglected food 
crops to new environments and 
develop a popular taste for them. 

■ 

PANOS 


International art competition 
offers $30,000 for winners 

NEW YORK (Star) — International Art Horizons has an¬ 
nounced deadlines and $30,000 in prizes in the 10th New 
York— International Art Competition, which is open to artists 
from around the world working In a number of different art 
media. 

Steve Wade, spokesperson for International Art Horizons, 
explained the success of the competition, which in the past has 
brought entries form more than 30,000 artists from 82 coun¬ 
tries: "Art is a universal language that promote friendships 
among countries. Artists have always set aside controversies 
between countries, religions and races by bringing, about an ev¬ 
olution in spirit and mind." 

The competition is open to emerging as well as established 
artists working in the following fields: painting, drawing, 
sculpture, watercolours, mixed media, photography, printmak¬ 
ing, pastels, miniature art, illustration, graphic art, computer 
art, metalwork, fibers/textiles, furniture, ceramics, jewelry, 
glass, woodworking, and design. 

1 An exhibition of the winning ait works will again be held at 
the elegant Art 54 Gallery In the heart of New York's gallery 
district in June1991. 

. Mr Wade noted jhe advantages to entrants in this New York 
competition! ’This is by far the most economical way for art¬ 
ists to gain exposure in New York, the center of the art world. 
'They will not have to travel to New York themselves yet the 
major collectors, critics and gallery owners can see their work. 
The artists will benefit from the competition's fine jurors, and 
its professional, experienced and caring staff. And there are no 
politics in this Competition —■' the only criterion is the quality 
of the work." 

Artists entering the competition must use an official applica¬ 
tion form. To receive one, shhply send a postcard to: Interna¬ 
tional Art Horizons, Dept. RAF, P.O. Box 1533, Ridgewood, 
New Jersey 07450, USi Requests for applications may also be * 
made by telephone (2Q1-487-7277) or fax (201-488-4004). 
/Deadline ibr submission of !application forms with slides is 
20 March 1991. A small entry fee to defray costs is required 
with the application. ■ 
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Picasso's works enrich 
French museums 


-g 1 februTd? 
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By PascaleTeinac 

FOR THE second time in ten 
years or so, the French public art 
collections have been enriched by 
a magnificent series of works by 
the most prolific art genius of the 
-Oth century; Pablo Picasso. 

Thanks to the process of legal 
donation, which enables heirs to 
pay off their inheritance tax by 
giving works of art to the state, 
these 400 or so works (47 paint¬ 
ings, two sculptures. 40 drawings, 
247 engravings and lithographs, 
19 ceramics and 24 sketch books) 
go to museums. 

who died on 8 April 
iy/3, left thousands of works 
scattered throughout Ins various 
houses. The works were shared 
out among his heirs. The first le¬ 
gal donation, offered by his heirs, 
had made it possible to create the 
Picasso Museum iu Paris in 1985 
Jacqueline, the painter's Iasi 
wife, who had been a source of 
Inspiration in the last 20 years of 
I his life, killed herself 13 years lat¬ 
er, on 15 October 1986. The Pi¬ 
cassos of this second donation are 
from among those Jacqueline had 
chosen to keep after her husband’s 
death, and which her daughter, 
Catherine Hulm-QIay, inherited 
in mm. 

This is how the French mu¬ 
seums, which did not have a sin¬ 
gle portrait of Jacqueline, finally 
managed to get one. Picasso, who 
had met his wife in Vallauris in 
the south of France in 1954, had 

(70 in 1961 alone, the year thev i 
which Jacqueline s 



<SAV 

_ Juquelmc aux thainyemhges 


Wioft’MKr 

mS?Sui: lilisoneoflhe 

Jj* .Portrait, Jacqueline is 
squatting m one of her favourite 
positions, with her hands ciS 


EPS to™** 1 knees, with her 
held high and . her almond- 
shaped eyes gazingstraight ahead. 
At the entrance to the exhibition, 
m which this donation is present- 
and which will travel around 
Prance, she seems to welcome the 
visitors in and Invite them to dis- 
co i Xfr the exhibition's marvels 
This second legal donation, 


The First Clast Hotel In] P* ■ 

Amman that has a M A 

Kitchenette In every FrtefxUvAtmosptTfire 

■rrri mTi'j j m m'Rihab ^ 

restaurant ■ 

at the newly nnanari 

c fa&)ove <xu, 

.P_0.e™94M el Fafe'o2434 mmu IntarifrKS* 

SBBBSSNS SSW“ s 

Eioatriates and I^V IT NOW- 


Eioatrlates and 
^Businessman 


Granada Hotel 
. 1 .. 
AnilgoNabU Restaurant 


SPECIAL Ut'KBH OF ■' ■ 

WINS FOqi lifiTBDrifB, -( 
ntikuevfe ./- 
697601/2AJ4MAH ■ 


Welctoneydu toapleai; ’ TMnUtai. 
ant stayand sumptuous 1 ChlB t!* 1 2? tou '»< 

;* »tJSi Lk± 

Wmi *62?6l7 J 6 :»MUnia, . ' 

J L ' B * , ** M rr ' 


Jf '“lite ito firsi, will be 

nd- largely shared out among 21 mu- 
ad. seums m the provinces is a rich 
on, and coherent collection, covering 
m- practically all the periods of the 
th Payers life. The paintings in- 
t c clu £ e magnificent portraits such 
s " , as lhat of GorinaPcreRomeuftho 

m riSi,, fu^ C 2 lan 8 cr of a famous 
’ ft c!ub ! n ? arccIona - belonging 
m 10 Picassos 'blue period," or the 

K5 S 01 *» Kokhlova, r tte 
palmer’s first wife, or the light 
tmd gay portrait of Nush 

■' ^r iS r" ifc ’ or the crueller 
Kf 8 °fLee Miller, the Amer- 
ican Surrealist photographer. 

Mane-Th&fce Walter whom 
Picasso met in 1924, comes into 

riSs MT Tn'Sf f0rm 0f two ini " 
!? £ e 5611116 of a Cub- 
1st guitar. Franqoise Oilot, the 
flower-woman" of the post-war 
years, is also there, sitting in an 
armchair, foil 0 f cun4 a$ 
roundness. . 

The very beaulifo] drawings 
and prints, including the "Degas 
n the Teliicr house*series, show 
: fe v £S*? f ^painter's Inspira- 
. Uon and his. technical sldlLBut 
: bistonans, the highlight of 
Jb e donation are the 24 sketch 

n^^ Udm&S ? 11181 ha ve 
■V ■ffiFnS} !f“ before. With 

weir .1,100 sheets, thev are n 
prSwto S ° f " lhecroativ “ 

mSo^o1p t0nimtater - 

hv^ b ! g d< ^ lion is completed 
S ^ fiiportajit sculptures (a 
® .beach !l3W 
fbenan sculpture, and a 
.2 tea Per’ In whom Andr6 Mai- ' 

• representation of 

wldflO^Lw t0 8 el ber 
collection 

te s£- 


* CROSSWORD PUZZLE * 


THE FAR SIDE 


™ gc. Talking shup al soc ial SSf£ 8, » 
Post]xnm contacting higher-ups until Mond^ ta * »• 

going thnuugl, positive 

prove costly. Cntalive ondeatours are rfvSfaftM' 
at home. An ardstic venture could prove hiehlv 
kindness. Uoic for now ways to —ElSS JS5S 

b“c,^ M. J ^^‘ in8S 

m an unusual but rewarding dTCCtion !U OuaSl^ 5 '- ^ Bf ' * 

»'■*** 71««o *hu are self, employed da H. 
iy, especially if involved with die arts or advertising Finance 

oSiw WJE ?- 1 ‘ft 5 ’ ^ MMdSS 

serves vou well R cm P}°y c S warns to rc-hirc you. Your n 

friends a C 0nsci . cn . Linus aboul y QU r duties. Write to 

gg^nds overseas. A romanuc interlude is best postponed. Ptytaj 

eh B n?n? V 3 “ 22 Su P l ') : An excellent day Tor making nc 
ondwSI'JlMi ! dCflS “ u ' d 1 ,ncc ‘ with some resistance. Hmgfaf 
ikinSr ilf resu,,sI A social cvcnl brings motf 

leKnvlT' ^ °- U n . aU " rcn! - A declaration could m^etUid . 
on y . , J lsI, » c “ v «ly know what is right for you, Cxtf 

JWJ 5 KT 1 oppc,rlun,,ics - You wil1 i ,nssan nSwm! 

uin!ion A 22 ° Cl * Bc " ,url h * 8‘«sip thnt can hurt jwj 

counZdS’S estme ventures hear carcfol investlgfltion. Copi 
uino utiuM* »i a positive manner. A sense of humor dl 
in,, wil ] b^P> A jealous friend could put you in an emba 

SH 1 ”; ^ ‘bird party helps hull you out. Avoid being 

3omffinl' flCMvi,y n,Hkcs y° u fuul 

votP£f/S^ 23 in 2 / Nov, ) : An ensygoing altitude trill 
nleasum nM* W S C V Wclcome “ opportunity to mix busiotu 
“ a ‘ ,unch - You can let your hair down. Show your 
SJUj * ™P re a Pprcciation. Loved ones may be overly den« 
ii!.« U . P u y? 61, n fibis! A plan you were hoping to put intocft; 
uon gets the thumbs-down signal from your colleagues. U* " 
play a waiung game. 

your lime and awfjl 

V- Make allowances for last-minute changes. PunctualiiJ. /. 
b^hcr-ups. An employer asks tough questicsis; bc»® 
JSK 6 ™- Cand ? r is c^cntial. SUck to a routine and you will * ; 
Hio« m v C ‘ Tb c WOf k atmosphere improves following a P* 
a!IHISte YOUr P ° pularily 15 on lhc rise - Moderation makes )«> ;; 

m A w!Sl C °- RN ^ 22 Dcc *' 19 Jan -) : Your relationship wiihw* ;- 

52** ‘^Proves. Accept this person's help without looW ~ 

with nn ?l° Uvc I s ' ^“P a dose cyo on your money. Come t®{ i} 
wim postponed household chores. Go all-out to help someonaw i;v 

SSPJ’ Tou may be asked to share your home with a tele* / 
c»se mend. Someone influential will go to bat for you. ' r 

(20 J Jan ’' 18 Feb-): Give others the room they j i . 

ne*» aBd I a fbiancial sacrifice may not be necessary. A* ?; 

ness venture sound. w..., _•_As ■ 
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ACROSS 42 
1 Semester 
5 Computer 44 
knobs 

10 Panicle 45 

14 Robt. —. 47 

15 Where the 

Ganges 48 

flows 50 

16 Into and 

across 52 

17 "-in 

Illinois" 54 

19 Telescope 58 

part 60 

20 Distress 63 

call 

21 Close by 64 

22 Where a 

tempest 65 

brews 

24 Pitchers 68 

26 Goby 69 

28 Dress 

31 Short 70 

jackets 

34 Fish spear 71 

37 Dangerous 

39 Hawaiian 72 
food 

40 Hamming 73 
it up 

4 1090. Tubune Media 


THE STAR 11 


By GARY LARSON 


One who 
snuggles 
Brooklyn 
campus 
Remove 
Moray and 
conger 
Succinct 
Disinte¬ 
grates 
In short 
supply 
Church song 
Glib 

Large fish 
— constric¬ 
tor 

Religious 

picture 

Place for 

an address 

Angry 

Mountain 

crest 

Low worker 
of yore 
Allowance 
for waste 
Puts on 
freight 
Afternoon 
affairs 

Services 


DOWN 

1 Make fun of 

2 Before room 
or grease 

3 Della of 
song 

4 Tormeof 
song 

5 Eat out 

6 Peruvian 

7 Worshipful 
ones 

8 Diamond — 

9 Christmas 
visitor 

10 Finally 

11 "...govern¬ 
ment of — " 

12 Yes - 

13 Necessity 
18 Part of 

MIT: abbr. 
23 Swords 
25 Float of 
logs 
27 Shed 

29 Melody 

30 Fireplaces 
32 Christmas 

song 


33 Gentlemen 

34 Money: si. 

35 Girlfriend 
in France 

36 and 
seven 
years..." 

38 Nourish 

41 Perfect 

43 D'Urber- 
villegirl 

46 Put up 

49 Piano 

51 Grandiose 
poetry 

53 Kingly 

55 Maltreat 

56 — Doone 

57 Wise men 

58 Clenched 
hand 

59 Acidity 

61 Diminutive 
suffix 

62 Certain 
breads 

66 Time of 
note 

67 Wager 



‘Oh, gross! 1 


Solution 


IgigHfci fclUUEJEf ElULJul 

IgBEEHnnilBH QKUHUI 
EBB BBBEJ I1DIIHEE1 
BS1BBB HhBEbH 
I „ EB0I3HE ilEHEOl 

eeee bbhhbb ubb 

lEUlEUEJ ejtilUUUU I 
L. KBEJEiUEJ ftatUEJIilEl] 
HJUkJU HUE 
|UUBU UiMJbJHLJRJhjHtJul 
KSy® EUEEII EEfiJE 

IBEbe ebbbe nnunl 


IB BBBBflgl 
ifliiBB mmm 


v Jordan Brid## 

By Ghaosan Ghanem 



A bird In hand 

MOST BRIDGE writers insist on demonstrating 
hands that you rarely face on the table, they try lo 
Impress us by some puzzling situations which we 
Torget about even when we race them on the table 
once every blue moon 

.- Normal hands could be foil of useful lessons 
■though they pass without recognition. 

Take'this innocent hand from last Friday’s tenma 
‘Competition at the Jordan Bridge Association: 

' * J10983 • 

♦ 1032 Vulnerable 

*7632 


East-West 

Vulnerable 


West's 1 4 response is not correct in view of the 
heart super fit. East's 2 4 direct support is highly 
unrecommended with three cards only. West's 4N 
(Kings asking) is strange due to the diamond sin¬ 
gle he holds. 

East-West roach (o an unmakable contract, 7 4 
is two light under any lead. But here comes greedy 
North who doubles the contract for more profit. 
West rises from the ashes and corrects to 7N 
which was doubled and made to score +2490 in¬ 
stead of - 200 if North did not reach the red card. 

Biding at table (2): 


(West) (North) (East) 1 (South) 


gjcYT»S*S 


“Well, we'll never want for food, Doris.... This rock 
is absolutely encrusted with oysters and mussels — 
all the way to the topi" 


»■ r m »ui un yuur purse suuik*- .^7 

^ives you cause for celcbraUoii. Mend your fences with*! 


4KQ76 

VAKJ3 

♦ 4 : 

* AQ85 


4 A54 
V Q10976 
♦ A96 . 
*K4 



ftlrtMi. / irr~:— •• «*»<men pecomcarum, __ 

nS^Twf 0115 10 ^ W.iheir doors are always opea*®™^ 
SJyC* H k “ «« dislikes and are;not 

SS-Ss on T ^ 10 up if they ihink you 
^ong track. Their candor is matched only by their integrity- ■ • 


Bidding at table ( 1 ): 
OVest) (North) 


1 * 0 ) 
4N 
5N(|) 
7, -.4, : 
7N: 
Pass 


42 

¥542 

♦ KQJ875 

♦ J109 

(Bast) (South) 

IV Pass 
24(1) Pass 

5? Pass . 

$ ♦ Pass : 

I) Pass Pass 

Pate v Double 
Pate — 


44(1) 
4N (3) 
54 (2) 
6 * ( 2 ) 
7*(5) 


IV 

44(2) 
5* (2) 
5N(4) 
64(2) 
Pass 


(1) Splinter, super fit in the heart suite and sin¬ 
gle or void in diamond. 

(2) Cue bids, showing first or second round con¬ 
trol in the bid suite. 

(3) Showing none or two of the three top hon¬ 
ours of hearts, the agreed upon suit. To show one 
or three.of them bypass the level of 4N. 

(4) Relay, a grand slain try. 

(5) Six diamond all I wanted to hear. 

A vulnerable Orahd Slant was bid and ihade for 

of 2410 


A vulnerable Grand SI 
a loss of 270 instead of 
greedy double. 



due to a 


In sucfden disgust, the three lionesses realized they 
had killed a tofudebeest 7- one of the Serengetl's 
obnoxious health antelopes. 





















































